
Good afternoon, distinguished guests, colleagues, pastoralist representatives, 
partners, and friends from across the Western Balkans and beyond. 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to the IYRP–WBRG Launch Webinar on 

“Pastoralists and Pastoralism at Crossroads.” Thank you for joining us today for this 

important regional dialogue under the framework of the International Year of Rangelands and 

Pastoralists 2026, declared by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 

Today’s webinar is not only a discussion forum — it is also the official opening of the 

Western Balkans Regional Gathering of Pastoralists, the WBRG process and events that will 

continue from 30 May (in Albania, Libazhd municipal) and onward. This webinar marks the 

beginning of a broader regional effort to bring pastoralist voices, knowledge systems, and 

policy concerns into the center of sustainable development, biodiversity conservation, and 

climate resilience discussions in our region. 

Pastoralism in the Western Balkans is deeply connected to our mountains, landscapes, 

cultures, and histories. For centuries, shepherds and pastoral communities have maintained 

transhumance systems that supported ecological balance, local economies, and cultural 

identity. Yet today, these communities stand at a crossroads. 

They face growing pressures from land insecurity, climate change, shrinking grazing 

areas, restrictive conservation approaches, weak market systems, demographic decline, and the 

erosion of traditional knowledge. At the same time, pastoralists remain among the most 

experienced stewards of rangelands and biodiversity-rich ecosystems. Their knowledge and 

practices are essential for building resilient futures. 

This webinar therefore provides an important opportunity to listen, learn, and 

collaborate. Over the next three hours, we will hear perspectives from pastoral communities, 

researchers, civil society actors, and policymakers. Together, we hope to strengthen regional 

cooperation and contribute toward a shared roadmap for the future of pastoralism in the 

Western Balkans, including the development of a Western Balkans Declaration of Pastoralists. 

Before we proceed further, it is my honor to invite our Guest of Honor to deliver the 

Opening Remarks for this Webinar and for the broader WBRG initiative. 

 

Thank you very much for those inspiring opening reflections. 

It is now my pleasure to invite Mr. Philippe, who will moderate today’s full webinar session 

and guide us through the next three hours of discussion, exchange, and dialogue. 

Please dear Philippe, the floor is yours. 

 

Prof. Luigj Turmalai 

 


