Internal colonization of traditional knowledge holders
triggers knowledge erosion and biodiversity loss
in Europe?

Internal colonization as a lens...
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Colonization often leads to intensification AND extensification & abandonment

2000-2020s
In Eastern Europe

Invasive species
Herding disappears

1950-60s
in Eastern Europe
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WHAT IS INTERNAL COLONIZATION?

Internal colonization is the colonial-type subordination and exploitation
of a country’s own regions and inhabitants,

primarily by central and regional governments, as well as by urban elites.
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Social justice for traditional knowledge holders will help conserve
Europe's nature

Zsolt Molnar ™, Alvaro Fernandez-Llamazares *¢, Christoph Schunko “, Irene Teixidor-Toneu ,
Ivan Jari¢ ®", Isabel Diaz-Reviriego ', Cosmin Ivascu’ ", Daniel Babai', Laszl6 Safian ™,
Pal Karlsen ", Huxuan Dai”, Rosemary Hill "

Lack of respect Misrepresentation
Misunderstanding
Invisibility
Vulnerability
Alien regulations Bureaucracy
Unethical research Disrespect for human rights

Isolations

Lack of knowledge co-production, co-management



My personal story (to avoid blaming others...)



Unexpected encounter
with local ‘data providers’

Time of no contact ... (we said hello, though)
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We interviewed locals, but did not yet really understand them... 1996-2010
We asked: how the landscape has changed, but not what herders’
aims were, what knowledge they used for making a change

Természetkimelo
gazdalkodas
szikeseken




Local people as knowledge source... well-intended(!!) extractive research approach

2008

Traditional ecological knowledge as a concept and data
source for historical ecology, vegetation science and

conservation biology: A Hungarian perspective

Zsolt Molnar, Sandor Bartha & Daniel Babai

Abstract

Historical data are crucial in understanding landscape dynamics and in planning nature conservation
management. The present knowledge of botanists, ecologists, nature conservationists, farmers and
foresters, however, seems to be insufficient for reliable planning and realization of nature conservation
management in Europe. One reason for this is that we know little about the traditional relationship
between nature and bumans. In the past, knowledge of people working in nature was ample for
sustainability, since they managed their environment in order to sustain their communities for the long
run. Although this knowledge is decaying rapidly with modernization, it still exists in Central-Europe. It
exists in such a quantity that there will not likely be enough (bistorical) ecologists and botanists in our
countries to collect, “sustain” and use the related scientific ecological, botanical knowledge, which is
commensurable in quantity to traditional ecological local knowledge.



Traditional Ecological Knowledge(ILK) of Hungarian Herders The first film with a
A Film For The IPBES Europe-Central Asia Assessment decolonial approa ch 2016

Magyar Pdsztorok Okoldgiai Tuddsa
Az IPBES Eurdpai-K6zép-Azsiai Ertékeléshez késziilt Film (I became a member of

IPBES in 2014....)
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Research

Miskolci Eqyetem Balcsészettudomdnyi Kar

Kulturalis és Vizualis Antropoldgiai Intézet

Miskolc University
Cultural and Visual Anthropology Department
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INFORMING DECISION-MAKING WITH A decolonised exhibition

INDIGENOUS AND LOCAL KNOWLEDGE AND SCIENCE
* Knowledge in the focus
2 herder curators

Research Article

Knowledge co-production with traditional herders on cattle
grazing behaviour for better management of species-rich

grasslands Co-authorship
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Mechanisms of internal colonisation of TK holders in Europe
* Political-institutional mechanisms
 Economic mechanisms

* Cultural-epistemic mechanisms

Most lost and missing rights of TK holders in Europe are very similar to Indigenous Peoples...
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