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Colonization often leads to intensification AND extensification & abandonment

1950-60s 
in Eastern Europe

2000-2020s
In Eastern Europe

Invasive species
Herding disappears



WHAT IS INTERNAL COLONIZATION?

Internal colonization is the colonial-type subordination and exploitation 
of a country’s own regions and inhabitants, 
primarily by central and regional governments, as well as by urban elites.



Lack of respect                                                                                     Misrepresentation

                                                                    Misunderstanding

   Invisibility

                                                                                                                             Vulnerability

                      Alien regulations                                       Bureaucracy

                                               Unethical research                                       Disrespect for human rights

Isolations       

                                                                       Lack of knowledge co-production, co-management



My personal story (to avoid blaming others…)



Pub in Csanádalberti
(1994)

József Attila University
(1985-1990)

Time of no contact … (we said hello, though)
Unexpected encounter 
with local ’data providers’



1996-2010We interviewed locals, but did not yet really understand them… 
We asked: how the landscape has changed, but not what herders’ 
aims were, what knowledge they used for making a change



2008

Local people as knowledge source… well-intended(!!) extractive research approach



2016

The first film with a 
decolonial approach

(I became a member of 
IPBES in 2014….)

FPIC

Máté János Barta Sándor Sáfián László



Herders fora (2023-)

Hungarian Women 
in Pastoralism group

Co-presentations: Rangeland Congress, Australia

Slow films

A decolonised exhibition 
• Knowledge in the focus
• 2 herder curators

Co-authorship



Mechanisms of internal colonisation of TK holders in Europe 

• Political-institutional mechanisms

• Economic mechanisms

• Cultural-epistemic mechanisms

Most lost and missing rights of TK holders in Europe are very similar to Indigenous Peoples…
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